TOMŠÍK KAREL, SMUTKA LUBOŠ: Selected aspects and specifi cs of the economic development in sub-Saharan Africa. Acta Universitatis Agriculturae et Silviculturae Mendelianae Brunensis, 2013, LXI, No. 2, pp. 517-528 The paper examines the development of economies in the sub-Saharan region. It aims to identify particular development trends specifi c to the region. That means identifying changes which have occurred in the past fi ve decades in following areas: development of the GDP value and structure, growth in the value of foreign trade, demographic growth, and changes in the value of GDP per capita. The results of the analysis show very constrained economic power of sub-Saharan region. Not only weak economy of the region but also a signifi cant population growth is a problem. Increasing production and trade does not contribute eff ectively to elimination of high level of poverty and malnutrition which remains a long-term problem of the sub-Saharan region. In real terms, the GDP per capita was growing by less than 1 % in the period 1961-2010. Sub-Saharan region is highly dependent on cooperation with other world regions in its eff ort to increase economic growth and to improve the economic situation of own population. The GDP growth is thus very sensitive to GDP development in Europe and North America. Concerning the foreign trade, development of subSaharan trade is dependent on regions of the Southern and Eastern Asia, and Europe.
Africa is a continent which consists of 54 states including to Africa belonging island states (UN, 2011) . African population exceeds currently 1.07 billion inhabitants and which represents approximately 15 % of the world population. Population growth in Africa region is (regarding the time series) very dynamic indicator (Jeníček, 2011) . Comparing to the other world regions, African population is growing vertiginous (Jeníček, 2010) . From 1961 till 2012, it has grown from about 293 million to (above mentioned) more than 1 billion. That means, an annual growth achieved 2.57 % in average; this represents an increase of 15 million a year. A peak of the population growth was achieved in the 70s and 80s, when the annual growth culminated by 2.8 % (maximum 2.85 % in 1982) . In absolute terms, the peak of the population growth has come in current decade, despite of a decline in incremental growth (Jeníček, 2010 ). An annual increase of population by 2.3 % in years 2011/2012 has turned into a decline in the relative growth rate; nevertheless an absolute increment has reached its historical highest value, represented by 24 million people. Such development exceeds essentially population development at other continents. Another African specifi c is an economic development (Ajakaiye, Ncube, 2010) . Regardless of amount of mineral resources and strong population basis, Africa is the poorest region (continent) of the global economy (Ahmed, Suardi, 2009 ). The total GDP value has been standing at very low level in the long-term; expressed on per capita basis, the fi gures are remaining deep below a world average (Fosu, 2001) . Currently, the value of African GDP reaches about USD 1.9 trillion which is far from results achieved in other regions (the value of world GDP has achieved USD 69 trillion in 2011). Taking into account the above mentioned share of Africa in the world population and in the value of global product (about 2.75 %), essential abnormalities of economic development will appear. There should be also stressed that backwardness concerns not only the total GDP, but also GDP expressed on a per capita basis. While the average annual world GDP per capita reaches USD 9 to 10 thousand, in the case of Africa, the value stands at around USD 1,750. In this respect, there should be stressed signifi cant diff erences among African countries in terms of average levels of GDP per capita. While Equatorial Guinea has reached the GDP per capita of USD 14,660 in 2011, Democratic Republic Congo, in contrary, only USD 215 in the same year. Taking into account more than 50 countries of African continent, only three of them exceed an average world GDP per capita. More than forty countries do not touch the level of USD 5,000 per capita, 25 from them even the level of USD 1,000.
From economic, cultural social as well as demographic perspective, Africa is far from being a homogenous continent (Fosu, 2003) . Neither distribution of the GDP and population is spread evenly. African continent can be thus divided into several parts. From an economic point of view, it is reasonable to divide it into two main parts: North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa. North Africa which consists of countries adjacent to the Mediterranean See has undergone diff erent evolution. It has had historical ties mainly to Europe contrary to other African regions; its structure of population and related cultural, social and other aspects varies signifi cantly (Kuna, 2010) . The population of North Africa is dominated by Arabs, whereas sub-Saharan Africa by black population. About 200 million people live in North Africa, which is about one fi h of the total African population; between 800 and 900 million people are estimated to live in subSahara.
Signifi cant diff erence between the two parts of Africa lies in their economic performance. While countries of North Africa generate about one third of the total African GDP (approximately USD 610 million), the remaining two thirds (about USD 1.27 trillion) have an origin in the sub-Saharan region. There is evident, there are noticeable diff erences in the average GDP per capita between the two regions. The average GDP per capita has reached USD 3,000 in 2011; only less than half of this value (less than USD 1,500) fell on sub-Sahara. Sub-Saharan region is thus much poorer and is absolutely the poorest region in the world (Akokpari, 2001) . The values of the total GDP as well as of the GDP per capita are the lowest in a global regional comparison.
Sub-Saharan Region is also characterized by the highest percentage of the population living below the poverty line. Currently, about 40 % of sub-Saharan population lives on less than USD 1.25 per day (World Bank, 2011) . This is refl ected in a high rate of malnutrition (Wodon, Zaman, 2010) . Almost 205 million inhabitants of the region were confronted with malnutrition in the years [2009] [2010] , which represents about 30 % of the total population. There should be underlined, a problem of malnutrition is long-term problem of Africa (Kuna, 2010; FAO, 2010) . Unlike other world regions, where a signifi cant reduction of from hunger suff ering population has been achieved in the past fi ve decades, sub-Saharan Africa has been able to solve this phenomenon very gradually (Aryeetey, Moyo, 2011) . Due to low level of development, limited economic power, poorly developed infrastructure, insuffi cient education of the population and insuffi cient democracy, the sub-Saharan region belongs among one of the most deprived regions of the world (Sahn, Stifel, 2003) , where the population suff ers from the lowest level of own being comfort (Muller, 2005) . Human Development Index (HDI) of the region does not reach a value of 0.5, in some countries even 0.4. The average value of Life Expectancy Index (LEI) stood at 54 in 2010 comparing to the world average of 69. In contrast, the LEI in North Africa reaches 72 (World Bank, 2011) . There is evident, sub-Saharan region is very specifi c and its economic situation and development diff ers signifi cantly from the other world regions (Kuna, 2010; Murinde, 2011; Oya, 2011) .
The article aims to analyze selected aspects of the economic development in sub-Saharan region and identify particular trends specifi c to the economic development of the region. The aim is to identify changes which have occurred in the past fi ve decades in following areas: development of GDP value and structure and foreign trade.
The article also aims to analyze not only a simple development of the mentioned indicators, but also their sensitivity to changes in external environment. In this respect, changes in the value of the GDP and trade performance in relation to GDP in the world and in selected world regions (North America, Europe, Middle Asia, South Asia, Middle East and North Africa, Latin America and Caribbean and East Asia and Pacifi c) are analyzed as well. Further, there is analyzed an infl uence of foreign trade on sub-Saharan GDP, including export and import fl ows realized between the sub-Saharan region and its surroundings, and mutual relationship between the economic development of the other regions and sub-Saharan trade.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The paper analyses economic development of the sub-Saharan region as a whole. There are totally 48 countries belonging to sub-Sahara (World Bank,Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The World Bank Development Indicators database was used to meet above mentioned objectives (unfortunately the above mentioned database is full of empty places therefore data is completed from the following databases FAOSTAT, EUROSTAT, IMF). Data analysing the economic development of the region include the selected time series 1961-2010 (GDP in current prices, GDP in constant prices, GDP per capita in constant prices, GDP per capita in current prices, population development, the composition of GDP in constant and current prices (agriculture, fuels and raw materials, industry, manufacturing and services)). All values related to economic development and trade are expressed in USD -whereas development is analysed in both current and constant prices (2000 prices). Where data for constant prices were not available, a standard defl ator of the World Bank was used for the conversion of current prices to constant prices (see World Bank methodology).
The structure of the GDP is analysed at four levels (agricultural performance, fuels and raw materials performance, industry performance (separately manufacturing industry is analyzed to fi nd out the position of manufacturing in relation to raw materials processing industry) and services sector performance. The analysis is focused also on foreign trade which has an indisputable impact on economic structure of sub-Saharan region. To analyse a relationship of economic development to sub-Saharan population, relevant indicators are expressed per capita both in current and constant prices.
Development of the world GDP and trade is analyzed (using regression analysis) in relation to GDP and trade of sub-Saharan Africa, focused on correlation degree (Lind, Marchal, Wathen, 2005) , sensitivity of GDP and trade on changes in the environment (Dougherty 2002) . Analysis is also focused on selected economies and their impact on development of the sub-Saharan region. From this perspective, impact of GDP and trade development of following regions on sub-Saharan development has been determined: North America, Europe, Middle Asia, South Asia, Middle East and North Africa, Latin America a Caribbean, East Asia a Pacifi c. The aim is to identify the degree of infl uence of particular regions on economic development of sub-Saharan Africa and to identify those regions that are of the highest importance for analysed region.
Simple statistical indicators are used -base index, chain index, arithmetic mean, geometric mean, correlation, degree of sensitivity (functional elasticity) and simple linear regression (Gujarati, 1988) . Simple regression is chose especially for its simplicity and also because the main ambition of paper is to get information about the sensitivity (elasticity) of GDP value in relation to selected variables. Because of limited data availability simple regression provided the best results in relation to paper's ambitions. In this case it is necessary to take in consideration that results of regression are aff ected by spurious regression. But because of quality of data and because of several databases are used, the authors made a decision to accept this problem -because there are convenienced that model is able to provide a suffi cient data describing the sensitivity of Sub-Saharan countries' GDP in relation to bellow mentioned variables. The parameters of the models are estimated by way of the standard least squares method. The suppositions of regression models and further methodological associations are set, for example, by Gujarati, 1988. Four regression relationships are presented, which explain a development of the sub-Saharan region.
• Sub-Saharan GDP = f(export of goods and services) • Sub-Saharan GDP = f(import of goods and services) • Sub-Saharan GDP = f(export of goods, export of services, import of goods, import of services There is expected that foreign trade plays an important role in Sub-Saharan countries GDP development. Both export and import performance should be closely related to GDP growth. Modern economies' economy growth in nowadays is especially based on their trade performance. It is the reason why the impact of trade performance -both export and import -in relation to analysed region GDP performance is analyzed. dependant not only on trade in other regions, but also on FDI fl ows coming from other regions and also on offi cial and unoffi cial development assistance provided by other regions. Therefore it is expected that Economy performance of individual regions should have direct or indirect impact on sub-Saharan countries GDP and trade formation and performance. The paper is also providing an analysis of subSaharan region's GDP sensitivity in relation to changes in selected external variables values. The sensitivity is calculated. The calculation of elasticity is then based on the following relationship:
From the equation, it is apparent the elasticity is a ratio of the percentage change of the explained variable to the percentage change of the explaining variable "i".
Based on a synthesis of the results stemming from the above mentioned analysis, the most important development trends of sub-Saharan economy are identifi ed in the later part of the article. Furthermore, the specifi cs distinguishing economic development of sub-Saharan Africa from economic development in other world regions are outlined. The article off ers also some refl ections of the future development of the sub-Saharan region.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Gross domestic product of the sub-Saharan countries has increased its value signifi cantly from 1960 to 2011. While at the beginning of the period, the value of GDP stood at about USD 30 billion, the value accounted more than 1,445 billion USD at the end of the reporting period. However, the population has increased also signifi cantly along with the GDP growth. While the population of subSaharan countries accounted about 230 million people in 1960, the level reached almost 880 million in 2011. Average annual growth of nominal GDP reached during the observed period 7.6 %; average annual growth of population reached 2.65 % in the same time. GDP in current prices has thus grown much faster in comparison to the population growth. Converting the GDP into capita (expressed in current prices), there is an increase from USD 129 to USD 1,445. An average GDP per capita growth has achieved a high value of 4.85 %. An analysis of time series through basic index can show that all observed indicators (GDP, GDP per capita and population) were growing signifi cantly during the analysed period. (GDP has increased its value 42.5 times, GDP per capita 11.2 times and population 3.8 times). These fi gures seem to be inspiring. A simplifi ed view could lead to a conclusion that sub-Saharan region (although much weaker comparing to other world regions) is able to generate an essential economic growth and to eliminate step by step a gap between sub-Saharan Africa and rest of the world. However the reality is more complicated. Converting the above mentioned values into constant prices, another reality will appear. Evaluating situation of sub-Saharan Africa using just current prices indicators may lead to incorrect conclusions that the situation of population is improving. In average, a daily income per capita reaches approximately USD 4 in sub-Sahara; that means, the value has increased more than ten times from 1960 (USD 0.35 in 1960) . Converting the indicators into constant prices (2000 prices), the economic growth and thus a growth of living standard is not so high. Expressing in constant prices, the GDP has grown from 1960 to 2011 just 5.9 times (from USD 98 billion to USD 574 billion), and the value of GDP per capita has grown 1.5 times (from USD 424 to USD 655). The average annual growth rate of the GDP measured in constant prices (2000) reached during the period only 3.53 %. The average annual GDP per capita growth rate reached only 0.86 % in the same period. There is thus evident, a high rate of population growth largely eliminates the GDP growth per capita. More detailed insight shows, that growth rate of population even exceeded the GDP growth in some years. This was typical especially in the period of the 80s and 90s last century, when the average GDP growth rate (measured in constant prices 2000) reached 1.86 % respectively 2.30 %, and the average population growth reached 2.84 %, respectively 2.66 %. It follows that the value of disposable GDP per capita was showing even decreasing trend during that period. Focusing on other periods, it may be seen, the GDP of sub-Saharan Africa, in particular measured in proportion to the growth of population, reaches very dismal values. During the 60s, the GDP per capita was growing by 2.4% on annual average, in the 70s, it was only 0.9%, whereas the GDP per capita was falling during the 80s and 90s by 1 %, respectively 0.3 % on annual average. A growth has occurred at the beginning of the 21th century, when the GDP per capita (measured in constant prices) has increased by 2.2 % on annual average during the fi rst decade. This growth can be justifi ed by processes of globalization, internationalization and liberalization of the world economy (Svatos, 2007) , which has helped to integrate the countries of sub-Saharan region into the world economy (Ndulu, 2006) . Gradual stabilization of the region contributed essentially to its recovery; especially during the 90s due to a decrease of the number of armed confl icts, stabilization of governments and increased infl ow of foreign investment into particular countries (Zafar, 2007; Radelet, 2010; Mahajan, 2008) . The value of net foreign direct investment has grown from USD 1 billion to more than USD 38 billion in the period 1970-2008. Due to the crisis, a subsequent decrease of the annual value of investments to USD 34 billion, respectively USD 26 billion has been noted in 2009 and 2010. Expressed in constant prices 2000, the value of foreign direct investment has increased from USD 2.2 billion to almost USD 20 billion during the above mentioned period.
The average annual growth of foreign direct investment (measured in current prices) reached 8.7 % in the years 1970-2010, respectively 4.5 % (measured in constant prices). However, the situation in sub-Saharan Africa is improving only very slowly, measured by socio-economic indicators. The average fi nal household consumption per capita has been below USD 800 in the observed region (2010). Total consumption expenditure per capita does not reach USD 1000 USD even with respect to public consumption. The value of HDI does not exceed 0.6; the LEI value is also very low (54 years). Another problem of the region is an unfavourable value of the Gini coeffi cient, which stands at average 0.42 (the lowest value reaches Ethiopia 0.298; Seychelles report the highest value 0.658).
Structure of sub-Saharan economy belongs to the most signifi cant problems of the region. Unlike other world regions, sub-Sahara is characterized by a high share of primary and secondary sectors in the overall performance of the economy. The share of services in GDP is very low, comparing to OECD countries. Currently (2010), the agricultural sector contributes around 14 % to the GDP, fuels and raw materials represent about 25 % of GDP, the share of manufacturing has reached 9 % and services less than 46 %. In particular, the share of the primary sector in the total sub-Saharan GDP is extreme high and does not enable to improve signifi cantly the economic situation of the region due to limited value added, which is generated by the primary sector. However, when focusing on the progress of the share of particular sectors in the total GDP, there is evident that sub-Saharan Africa has made certain progress during the last fi y years. At the beginning of the analysed period (1960), the share of the primary sector in GDP exceeded 55 %, the share of manufacturing amounted about 9 % and the share of services around 36 %. The share of agricultural sector in GDP has been signifi cantly reduced in the period from the 60s to the 80s. In the contrary, an increase in the share of services has occurred mainly during the 80s and 90s. In recent years, there has been a signifi cant increase in the proportion of fuels and raw materials in the GDP, mainly due to rising demand and growth in prices. An analysis of particular GDP segments provides following fi ndings:
Between 1960-2010, the value of agricultural production has increased from around USD 11 billion to more than USD 150 billion; the value of fuels and raw materials production from USD 5 billion to nearly USD 280 billion; the value industrial production from less than USD 2.6 billion to nearly USD 98 billion and the value of services has jumped up from less than USD 11 billion to more than USD 511 billion. However, it should be mentioned, the GDP growth is expressed in current prices. Taking into account constant prices (2000 prices), the growth is no more as signifi cant as in the above comparison (see Tab. V and Tab. VI). Comparing the average annual growth of the agricultural production in current and constant prices, two completely diff erent values will appear. While the average annual growth reached 5.4 % at current prices, it was only 1.6 % in constant prices. Similar fi ndings will be achieved when comparing the growth rate of fuels and raw materials (8.3 %, respectively 3.7 %), industrial production (7.5 %, respectively 3.8 %) and services (8 %, respectively 4.4 %). It can be deduced, the growth of the real value of the production is considerably lower than the nominal one (see Tab. VI). Analysed fi gures also inform that a higher GDP growth of sub-Saharan Africa was concerning mainly services. The GDP growth of fuels and raw materials, manufacturing and industry was almost balanced but lower than services. The lowest values may be found in the case of agrarian sector. This fi nding corresponds with a fact that the share of agrarian sector is declining at expense of services. Nevertheless, a positive development of services in sub-Saharan economy has still been keeping under the world average (notably in the period ). An improper structure of the sub-Saharan GDP hinders economic development and living standard of population. This problem consists in lack of capital and also in a low purchasing power (Akyuz, Gore, 2001; Mwabu, Thorbecke, 2004) . In addition, there are other problems like obsolete equipment, insuffi cient infrastructure, low level of education etc. Not least, a security situation should be mentioned as well as an inability of countries to participate actively in the process of globalisation and economic liberalisation (Ezeh, Bongaarts, 2012; Moore, 2011) . There is no suffi cient developed market which doesn't enable to start a growth by own internal sources (Fosu, Kimenyi, Ndungu, 2003) . Sub-Saharan Africa is distinctly depending on other regions of the world. There is just low specialisation of countries within an internal African market. They dispose of similar products, factors of production and become rather competitors (Mengistae, Pettillo, 2004) . There is very narrow space to cooperate and benefi t from such based economic growth. It can be illustrated on an example of integration processes which are not well performing across the whole African region (Pokorna, Smutka, 2009) . There are about ten integration blocks which interconnect the whole Africa, but no one has fulfi lled its original expectations (in some cases, a decline of economic cooperation has occurred a er formal establishing a block). More eff ective cooperation has been starting in last 20 years.
IV: Share of individual sectors of the regional economy in GDP (in %)
Following description illustrates the situation in foreign trade. There should be stressed, foreign trade is generally an important component of national economies. Not always it is a component of a high proportion in the fi nal GDP, nevertheless it is always a component which encourages economic development, more effi cient use of sources and enables consumption of goods which are not produced (or produced just at a limited level) in given country.
The value of sub-Saharan foreign trade has grown essentially from 1961 to 2010. Exports have increased from about USD 6.7 billion to almost USD 375 billion during given period. Imports have grown from about USD 6.9 billion to more than USD 378 billion in the same time. The value of exports has increased more than 56 times and value of imports more than 55 times. Foreign trade of subSaharan countries is characteristic by a high share of goods transactions compared to transactions of services. Services contribute by about 20 % to the total value of imports and by 10 till 20 % to the total value of exports. Whereas a balance of goods trade is positive in the long-term horizon, services trade remains negative in the long term (see Tab. VII). The growth has been more or less balanced both at imports and exports during the observed period. Generally, it can be stated that the growth rate of exports and imports is higher than the GDP growth rate of the region. Analysing the trade of goods, the growth rate of export is higher in average comparing to imports, contrary to growth rate of services, where opposite situation has been monitored. Openness to trade transactions of sub-Saharan region may be perceived as a positive feature. The share of both export and import is growing continuously in the long-term. Unfortunately the export growth concerns mainly products of low value added. Exported goods are o en of an ownership of foreign investors and profi ts achieved are thus rarely keeping in the region. Another situation may be seen at imports. Also here, the value is growing in the long-term; however this growth is mainly generated by products of higher value added which gives rise to outfl ow of foreign currencies from the region.
Not only an insuffi cient development of export structure, but also specifi c territorial structure of trade (mainly of export), belong to serious problems of sub-Saharan Africa. Countries export mostly out of the region, just low share of the total trade is realized within sub-Sahara. Intra-regional trade shares from 10 to 20 % to the total trade in the long term. This may be evaluated as an improvement, because only 3 % of the total trade were realized within the region at early stage of the observed period. Sub-Saharan counties are dependent on trade with developed countries in the long term. Trade with developed countries exceeds 50 % of the total sub-Saharan trade. However a positive shi to trade with other developing countries can be also observed. The share has increased from 13 % in 1960 to 46 % in 2010 at exports and from 16.5 % to 50 % at imports. A direct relation of trade value to the GDP can be evaluated positively (see Tab. IX).
Tab. IX presents relatively high elasticity of the GDP to both exports and imports. The elasticity of GDP relating to 1% change in exports is 0.83 %, relating to imports then 0.85 %. The correlation analysis proves strong mutual relation between value of foreign trade and GDP. It is stronger rather in relation to GDP -trade of goods than GDP -trade of services.
The results show that sub-Saharan region depends essentially on trade with other world regions. An infl ow of foreign direct investments plays here . The tables present relation of GDP and export of the region on one hand, and GDP of particular partner regions on the other hand. Elasticities resulting from the Tab. X give an overview about correlation and its importance between the sub-Saharan GDP related to other world regions. The strongest correlation relates to Europe and North America. The elasticity reaches 1.27 %, respectively 0.63 %. The sensitivity is much lower at East Asia and Pacifi c (0.36%), South Asia (0.46 %) and Latin America (0.21 %). Very low sensitivity of the GDP relates to Middle East and North Africa (0.08 %). Regression analysis has stressed also an unimportance of the last mentioned region on generating GDP in sub-Saharan Africa.
Foreign trade, which is an important component of the GDP, is determined by development of economies in other countries. Foreign trade turnover (rather turnover of export) is given by development of other regional economic as illustrates the Tab. XI.
The table shows an important correlation of subSaharan foreign trade to South Asia, Europe and East Asia. Taking into account the sensitivity to GDP changes in particular regions, there is evident, subSaharan foreign trade is very sensitive to East Asia (1.04 %), South Asia, Europe and Middle Asia (0.71 %). Low sensitivity of foreign trade to GDP changes has been found at North America, Middle East and North Africa (0.17 % and 0.15 %). The sensitivity to Latin America is ranging around 0.4 %.
Sensitivity analyses give a general overview that economic and trade development of sub-Saharan Africa is close related to economic development in Europe and Asia, partly also North America.
CONCLUSION
Provided analyses give an overview over very limited economic power of the sub-Saharan region. The share of the region on the world production (1.8 %) and trade (2 %) does not correspond to its share of the world population (12-13 %). This disproportion is becoming stronger due to a population growth. The population is growing annually by more than 20 million, in the period 1960-2011 it was by 12.5 million in average. However the population growth does not stimulate The share of primary sector in total GDP is extremely high in comparison with other regions of the world, especially in comparison with Europe and North America. Likewise, signifi cant problems appear in the secondary sector, because it is not able to produce fi nalized products with higher added value and products with comparative advantages in the global market. Growth of production and trade is not able to eliminate high levels of poverty and malnutrition with which the sub-Saharan region faces in the long-term. Although the production and trade growth was reaching signifi cant values from 1960 till 2010 which oscillated annually between 3 % and 4 %, the growth rate of the population avoided full transformation of the GDP into income. In real terms, the GDP per capita has risen very slowly in the given period -on average less than 1 % per year. The real value of the GDP per capita has increased just from USD 424 to USD 655 at constant prices 2000 during the period. The low level of GDP is logically related to the low level of household consumption (USD 764 per capita) and government consumption (USD 197 per capita). It can be concluded that the sub-Saharan region is failing in fi ght against poverty of own population and phenomena associated with poverty.
Sub-Saharan region is highly dependent on cooperation with other world regions, when it strives to economic growth and improvement of the economic situation of its own population. In this respect, an important role plays especially Europe, South Asia and North America. GDP growth in the Sub-Saharan region is sensitive mainly to GDP growth in Europe and North America. Taking into account trading activities, the trade of sub-Saharan Africa (especially export) is dependent on South and East Asia and Europe. There is low level of an intraregional trade in the region. Sub-Saharan countries collaborate only to a limited extent with each other in terms of economic cooperation. The share of intra-trade in the total sub-Saharan trade does not exceed 20 %, which makes this region extremely dependent on its outer surroundings. Downturn in the world economy (especially in Europe and Asia) was thus directly refl ected in the economy of this poorest region of the world.
Sub-Saharan region currently represents a specifi c of the global economy. Its consolidation and starting own economic growth will undoubtedly take several decades. The main problem of this most economically undeveloped world region is the structure of its economy, which does not meet the needs of economies of the 21st century. Another problem concerns the extreme poverty of the population which does not enable to use effi ciently the potential of the workforce. Low purchasing power is another signifi cant disturbing element for development of the internal market in the region. Generally, it can be stated, the improvement of the current situation will require a long-term horizon and solution will be laying not only in an aid coming from outside, but the process of a mutual cooperation among sub-Saharan countries will be necessary as well.
SUMMARY
The paper examines the development of economies in the sub-Saharan region. It aims to identify particular development trends specifi c to the region. That means to identify changes which have occurred in the past fi ve decades in following areas: development of value and structure of GDP, growth in the value of foreign trade, demographic growth, and changes in the value of GDP per capita. The paper analyses economic development of the sub-Saharan region as a whole consisting totally of 48 countries. The World Bank Development Indicators database and the FAOSTAT database were used to meet the objectives. Data analysing the economic development of the region include the selected time series 1961-2010. The structure of the GDP is analysed at four levels (agriculture, mining and mineral processing, industrial production and services). The analysis is focused also on foreign trade which has an indisputable impact on the economic structure of sub-Saharan region. To analyse a relationship of economic development to sub-Saharan population, relevant indicators are expressed per capita both in current and constant prices. Development of the world GDP and trade is analysed (using regression analysis) in relation to GDP and trade of sub-Saharan Africa, focused on correlation degree, sensitivity of GDP and trade on changes in the environment. Analysis is also focused on selected economies and their impact on development of the sub-Saharan region. The results of the analysis show very limited economic power of sub-Saharan region. Not only weak economy of the region but also a signifi cant population growth remains a problem. Increase of production and trade does not contribute eff ectively to elimination of high level of poverty and malnutrition which remains a long-term problem of the sub-Saharan region. In real terms, the GDP per capita was growing by less than 1 % in the period 1961 -2010. Sub-Saharan region is highly dependent on cooperation with other regions of the world in its eff ort to increase economic growth and to improve the economic situation of own population. The GDP growth is thus very sensitive to GDP development in Europe and North America. Concerning the foreign trade, development of sub-Saharan trade is dependent on regions of the Southern and Eastern Asia, and Europe. At the end, it has to be emphasized, that the sub-Saharan region represents currently specifi cs of the global economy. Its consolidation and starting own economic growth will undoubtedly take several decades. The main problem of this most economically undeveloped world region is the structure of its economy, which does not meet the needs of economies of the 21st century. Another problem concerns the extreme poverty of the population which does not enable to use effi ciently the potential of the workforce. Low purchasing power is another signifi cant disturbing element for development of the internal market in the region. Generally, it can be stated, the improvement of the current situation will require a long-term horizon and solution will be laying not only in aid coming from outside, but the process of a mutual cooperation among sub-Saharan countries will be necessary as well.
